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l. 


Peblln/lrena Airfield 


General In formation 

Deblln/Irena Airfield (H 51-33* * 21-53) ie located about two 
kilometers east of Deb 1 in and southeast of Irena (N 51-35* B 21-52) . 
In addition to being the largest Polish training command base, 
it was the headquarters for the Jan Kraslckl Air Poroe Offloers 
School. The training ourrioulum at this base included courses for 
pilots, navigators, bombardiers, gunners, radio operators, aircraf t 
m echanics, and weather observers. [ 
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Runways and Surface 

2. Deblln/Irena Airfield had a single runway 2800 meters long, 100 

meters wide, and about l8cm thick. It was constructed of oonorete 
blocks, size of which was unknown. Drainage ducts were located 
on eaoh side of the runway, distance between duots was unknown. 

The runway did not have permanent lighting Installed but utilized 
smudge pots which were placed in position during night operations 
only. The approaches to this runway, which was orientated on a 
magnetic heading of I3O-3IO degrees, were excellent. Extensibility 
of runway was possible to the northwest, about 1000 meters, and to 
the southeast, about 800 meters. This runway was considered a 
first category runway. (The length of a first category runway was 
between 2500 and 2800 meters) second category runway between 
1800 and 2500 meters) and a third category runway between 1200 and 
1800 meters.) 

Aircraft Dispersal Points 


3» 


lexoept for 

aircraft undergoing routine maintenance, all aircraft were parked 
in the open as Indicated on figure 2, Points 3* 22, and 29, 


§2SUEl&L 

A. All guard duty was performedby regular military guards; however, 
students were utilized to supplement the regular guard detail 
during holidays. The daily guard shift was changed at 1500 hours 
during the fall and winter months and at 1700 hours during the 
spring and summer months. Guards were usually on duty two hours 
and off four. I the following guard posts as 

shown on Pigure 2*. 

(1) Pdlnts 68, 69, and 70 - under surveillance 24 hours a day; 
one, possibly two guards. 
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(2) Point 28 - under surveillance 24 hours a day I one guard , 

(3) Point 5 - under surveillance only when not in use; one 
guard who also patrolled area in Point 6. 

(4) Point 3 - under surveillance after normal duty hours 
(0800*1630) and on weekends . One guard patrolled aircraft 
parking area. 

(5) Point 22 - under surveillance after normal duty hours 
(0800-1630) and on weekends. One guard patrolled air- 
craft parking area. 

(6) Points 67, 50, and 19 - under surveillance 24 hours a 
day; one guard. 


I a secret military unit* 

was located in the headquarters building (Point 16, Figure 2)# 
and commonly referred to as an Information unit (Informacja) . The 
personnel assigned to this unit were bellved to be very reliable 
Polish officers who were graduates of a Political Training School. 
The unit and the individuals assigned to It were referred to as 
’’Informacja ". It was believed that each battalion was assigned at 
least one such individual (informacja) who se Identify was general ly 
known to the students. 1 


these informants were responsible to the unit located In the 

headquarters building (Point 16, Enclosure l). 

Identification Data 

Fig ur e 1, on page M , la[ 

Kozlenice, Poland. Following Is the legend to this 

overlay . Numbers in parentheses below refer to the numbers on the 

overlay . 

(1) Deblln - small village (N 51-34# E 21-50). 

(2) Bridge - dimensions and construction details unknown. 

(3) Railroad - double track# standard gauge. 

(4) Irena - small village (N 51-35# E 21-52). 

(5) Road - about 14 meters wide, asphalt, except for a short 
stretch near the airfield which was gravel. 

(6) Airfield area - see Enclosure I for' details. 

(7) Wieprz River - located about £ to 1 kilometers south of the 
airfield, irregular width from 10 to 40 kilometers, flowed 
east into the Wlsla River. 
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(8) Bobrewaiki-*man »Ultg. (M 51-34.E 21 - 5 &), 2 2 * 

kilometers southeast of airfield. Because of incidents 
bttvttn military and civilian personnel 9 this village maa 
placed off -limits to all military personnel. 

(9) Mills Rive r 


L 


flowed to the north. 


Site -Layout 

r„ Enclosure Lis a sketch of DSblln/Irena Airfield, numbers 

in parentheses below refer to the numbers on the sketch. 

(1) Runway - a single runway 2800 meters long, 100 meters wide, 
and about 18cm thlok. Refer to paragraph 2, this report. 
Runways and Surface, for more information. 

(2) Taxi-strip - oonorete oonstruotion, about 1$ meters wide, 
extended from runway to the northwest perimeter of airfield. 
This taxi-strip was not equipped with night lighting or 
artlflelal drainage. During night operations, truoks were 
used to tow alreraft from the end of the runway to the parking 
area. 

(3) Alreraft parking area - sod arsa whloh aoooomodated about 11 
XL-28 alreraft. Five of these aircraft were modified and 
used as trainers, the remainder were bomber aircraft. 

(4) Building - briok oonstruotion, 60x30x12 meters, single story, 
gable roof. This building housed about 10 horses and grass - 
mowing equipment. That horses were used to pull the grass 
mowing equipment. 

(5) Firing Range - circular grass area, size unknown, enclosed 
with a barbed- wire fence. This area and Point 6 were guarded 
day and night by sentinels who were accompanied by dogs. 

The area contained two firing ranges, both of whloh were 
orientated on a north-south heading. One of the ranges was 
100 meters long and used for machine-gun firing by gunnery 
and pilot students. This range had three positions, Adjacent 
to the 100-meter range, but on a higher level, was a 150 meter 
range whloh was used for pistol and rifle fire. Both ranges 
used 7.62 and 12 .Trim ammunition. 

(6) Ammunition storage - this was an underground storage point 
for 7.62, 12.7 and 23 am aanunltlon. No further information. 

(7) Fence - wire mesh, topped with two strands of barbed wire, 
about 3i meters high. 

(8) Officer family quarters - brick construction, 100x30x18 meters, 

four stories, gable roof. 1 approximately 

10 or 12 famlllea occupied these quarters. 
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(9) Officer family quarters - similar dimensions and construction 
as Point 8„ 

(10) Officer family quarters - similar dimensions and construction 
as Point 8, 

(11) Officer family quarters ~ similar dimensions and construction 
as Point 8 0 

(12) Offloer family quarters - similar dimensions and construction 
as Point 8. 

(13) Hangar - reinforced concrete,, 100x30x12 meters, low-pltebed 
shed- type roof « Three doors, each measuring about 16 meters 
across and mounted on rollsrs, wore located on the north side 
of the hangar « YAK-23 and IL-10 type alroraft were seen In 

this hangar i ~ 25X1 

(14) Building - brick construction, pyramid shaped, first floor 
measured approximately 110x50x10 meters, seoond floor was 
•mailer, dimensions unknown . Alroraft control tower was 
located on top of the seoond floor. First floor oontalnod n 
parachute repack room, storage arts and paraobuto drying room. 

Airfield duty officer waa also looated on this floor. Seoond 
flo or con tained a weather station, 

r 1 25X1 


(15) Mall drop - small, circular brick shod used as mall drop. 

(16) Headquarters building - brick construction, 140x80x18 meters, 
three stories, flat roof. School commander and staff wars 
located In this building. 

(17) Guardhouse Mo. 2 - brick construction, 50x30x10 meters, single 
story, gable roof. Personnel assigned guard duty used this 
building between duty tours. It also had coll facilities 
vhlsh wars used only when conditions bcoame crowded in guard- 
house number 4 (Point 66). 

(18) Small pond - about 120x80 motors, depth unknown. 

(19) Onto g uard post - wooden construction, 2x2 motors , field phono 

connected with guardhouse at Point 17. 25X1 

(20) Officers dining hall - brick construction, 150x70x15 motors, 

•ingle story, flat roof. Used by all officers of the base. 

(21) Hangar - similar dimensions and construction as point 13. 

1 YAK-11 and IL-10 alroraft parked in this 25X1 

hangar. 

(22) Aircraft parking area - sod area, adjacent to taxi-strip, 
accomodated about 25 PK-2 and UTB alroraft. 
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(S3) Road - concrete construction, about 10 meters vide. In good 
condition o 

(24) Bachelor officers quarters - brick construction, 60x30x10 
meters, three stories, flat roof. lumber of officers 
quartered was unknown. 

( 25 ) Bachelor offloers quarters - similar dimensions and 
construction as Folnt 24. 

(26) Wooded Area - trees were about 20 to 25 meters high. 

(27) School commandants quarters - brick construction, dimensions 
unknown, two stories* gable roof. 

(20) POli storage area - rectangular area, enclosed with barbed 
wire, consisting of seven 2i meter high tanks. Diameter of 
tanka unknown. This area was under the survelllanoe of one 
guard 24 hours a day. Small trees and shrubbery, about 
two to three meters high, grew along the barbed wire fence 
and made it difficult to observe this area. 

(29) Aircraft parking area - sod, rectangular shaped. Three 
LI -2 aircraft were parked here. 

(30) Officers family quarters - brick construction, two stories, 
gable roof, oooupled by two families. Rases unknown. 

(31) Offloers family quarters - similar dimensions and construction 
as Point 3 0. 

(32) Swimming pool - oonorete construction, 25x0 meters, about 
3i meters deep. 

(33) Mo bile radio - t ruck mounted radio of Russian manufacture. 
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(34) Stadium - 150x00 meters, sod area, seating facilities on the 
cast side only. Used for physical training, soccer, cto. 

(35) Hangar - similar dimensions and construction as P oint 13. 

TAX-23 and IL-10 aircraft were In this h angar 

No further information. 

(36) Building - wooden construction, 60x30x10 meters, gable 
roof. This building was used as a pilots lot tinge and briefing 
room. It could acc os mo d ate about 40 persons. 

(37) Battery shop - oonorete construction, 50x15x10 meters, flat 
tarpaper roof. 

(36) Road - concrete, about 13 meters wide, good condition. 
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(39) Building - briok construction, 70x30x10 meters* flat tarpaper 
roof. This building contained bathing facilities for airmen 
and officers. The officers used the nest side of the 
building and the alruen used the east side. 

(40) School building - briok and concrete construction* 150x120x18 
meters* four stories* except the south wing which was two 
stories high. This school was originally constructed by the 
Semens. It was seriously daaagsd during World War II* 
rebuilt in 1953 by the Polish Air Force* and is presently 
used by the Polish Air Force. 

(41) Barracks - wing "A" was constructed of briok* 120x40x18 asters* 
three stories* flat tarpaper roof. Officers occupied the 
first floor* non-oomaiaaloned cf floors oooupled the second 

and third floor. Wing "B" was constructed of brick* 60x40x10 
asters* two stories* flat tarpaper roof. This wing housed the 
cadet aeas hall. Wing C was constructed of brick* two 
stories* flat tarpaper roof. This wing was occupied by 
gunnery* radio* and weather students. 

(42) Central Beating Plant - brick construction, 70x50x11 asters, 
flat tarpaper roof. This plant contained six ooal and coke 
burning furnaces* however* only three were usually in 
operation . 

(43) Fire station - briok construction* 50x30x10 meters* single 
story, flat tarpaper roof. Northwest oorner of this 
building contained a look-out tower which was about 20 asters 
above the ground. Three Star-20 fire truoks were normally 
located here. 

(44) Ball spur - single standard gauge railroad* extending from 
the POL area to the railroad yards in Deblln. 

(45) Water tank - concrete construction, about 25 asters high, 
round tank topped with a gable roof. The roof was painted 
redi tank and tank supports were painted yellow. 

(46) Offioers olub and theater - brick construction* 120x60x12 
meters* single story, flat tarpaper roof. Theater seating 
capacity was about Boo. 

( 47 ) Parachute training area - sod* 80x40 meters* enclosed with 
a barbed wire fence. A steel parachute training tower* 
about 30 motors high* was located in the center of this area. 

(48) Ouardhouse number one • brick construction* 10x15x6 meters* 
flat tarpaper roof. 

(49) Stream (Irenka) - very small stream which flowed to the south 
and was generally orientated in a north-south direction. 

(50) date guard post - wooden construction* 2x2 meters; normally 
one guard was posted at this gate. 
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(51) Bride* * oonorete construction, about eight meters wide* 
supported vehicle and train traffic « 

(52) Motor pool - rectangular area, about 50x30 meters , enclosed 
with a barbed wire fence which was about two meters high. 

A wooden shed* 40*7x8 meters* located on the east aide* had 
apace for about 12 vehicles* The total number of vehicles 
In this area was about 22* most of which were trucks . 

(53) Motor pool - square area* about 60x60 meters* enolosed with 
a barbed wire fence which was about two meters high. A 
wooden shed* 15x5x6 meters, was located on the south side. 
This area contained tractors and snow-removal equipment. 

(5*) Dispensary - brick construction* 30x20x13 meters* two 

stories* gable roof. First floor was occupied by BUT clinic* 
dental clinic* and an aid station. Two doctors and one aid 
man were assigned to these of floes. The second floor 
contained a 25-bed hospital. 

(55) Building - brick construction* 20x15x12 meters* gable roof. 
Military court (Prokuratura) was loeated In this building 

(56) Officer family quarters - brick construction* 15x12x11 meters* 
two stories* gable roof. These quarters were normally 
occupied by two families. 

(57) Of Plow fxmily quarters - same dimensions and construction 
as Point 56. 

(58) Road - made of oonorete* 15 meters wide* used by vehicles and 
towed aircraft. The aircraft were towed from the flight 
line to Points 68* 69* and 70. 

(59) Road - gravel, about eight meters wide* drainage ditch on 
each side of road. 

(60) Building - brick construction* 70x30x11 meters* two stories* 
steep gable roof, 

(6D Officer family quarters - briok construction* 60x20x14 meters, 
three stories, gable roof. Mo further Inferratlon. 

(6fi) Officer family quarters - similar dimensions and construction 
as Point 61. 



(64) Building - brick construction* 15x6x7 


construction* 0x0x7 meters* single story* 
gable roof. This was a reception room for guests of military 
personnel stationed at Deblln/Zrena. 
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(65) Read - about 14 raters wide, asphalt, except for a short 
streteh near the airfield which was gravel. 

(66) Guardhouse number four - brifek construction, 11x11x7 meters, 
single story, gable roof. 

(67) date Guard Post Mo. 4 - this post was normally manned by 
one guard. 

(68) Hangar - relnforoed oonorete, 60x40x15 meters, monitor 
roof; raised oentral portion was lined with wire relnforoed 
glass. Two doors, eaeh about 12 meters wide, were located 
on the south side of the hangar. Because of their else, 
these doors were mounted on rollers* however, they were 
manually operated. The north side of this hangar contained 
about three engine teat blooks. Jet and reciprocating. 

at least three exhaust ports on the north side 
of the hangar. 

(69) Hangar - similar construction and dimensions as Point 68 
exeept that the hangar doors wsre on the east side. This 
hangar contained facilities far reeiproeatlng engine build- 
up. 

(70) Hangar - similar oonatruotion and dimensions as Point 68 
exoept that the hangar doors were looated on the west side. 

Mo further Information. 

(71) Pones - wire mesh, topped with two strands of barbed wire* 
about 2t meters high. 

(72) Rail spur - single traek standard-gauge rail line extending 
from point 73 to the rail yard in Dublin, 

(73) Building - concrete oonstruotion, 150x30x18 meters* four 
stories * flat tarpaper roof. This building was the main 
supply warehouse at Deblln/Irena. The first floor stooked 
aircraft engines and aircraft components j second floor 
stocked clothing for officers and airmen j third floor 
stacked small ordnance Items suoh as 7 <>62 ammunition, hand 
grenades* etoi fourth floor stocked flying personal equipment 
and suppllea for maintenance personnel. 

(74) Bakery - brlok oonstruotion, 60x40x7 meters* low-pltohed 
shed roof. About 14 civilian personnel and one military were 
saployed here. 

(75) Ness Hall - brlok eonstruetion, 50x20x11 meters, gable roof. 
This mess hall was used by mechanics only and had a seating 
capaolty of about 8o. Oonstruotion on this building was 
completed In 1955. 
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(76) Barracks - brick construction, 80x30x18 attars* four 
storlas* fist tsrpspar roof. About 220 mechanic trainees 

sod about 120 MCO trslnaas wars quartered In this building. _ 

(77) Warehouse - brick construction , 70x40x18 maters , three 
stories* Several different types of flour ware stored In 
this warehouse . This warehouse supplied flour to the bakery 
at point 74. 

(78) Fdot'bbldge - wooden eons truot Ion* used by personnel only. 


Enclosure: Layout Sketch of Deblin/lress Airfield 
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cFigure 1 - Overday on 


Kozienloe, Poland 
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